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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows; 

1 . (ctjrrently aniended) An apparatus for physical detection and tracking of devices on a 
computer network, the apparatus comprising: 

a processor,, for executing executable data structures; and 

a memory device operably connected to the processor for storing the executable data 
structures and associated operation^ data structures, the executable and operational data 
structures comprising: 

a reporting module configured to query a network infrastructure device selected fr om the 
group consisting of a switch, router, and hub and obtain end point connection information 
corresponding to a first network device , the end point connection information comprising 
connection table information identifying a port through which the first network dev ice connects 
to the network infrastructure device : and 

a correlation module configured to associate the end point connection information 
corresponding to the furst network device to a location identifier corresponding to a physical 
location. 

2, (canceled) 
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3. (original) The ^paratiis of claim 1, wherein the reporting modxile ftirther comprises a 
communication modvUe configured to transmit the end point connection information to a central 
database. 

4. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the reporting module further comprises an 
update module configured to detect a change of end point connection information corresponding 
to the first network device. 

5. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the reporting module further comprises an 
inventory module configured to detect a second network device local to the first network device 
and obtain end point connection information corresponding to the second network device. 

6- (original) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a monitoring module 
configured to receive end point connection information fi-om the reporting module. 

7. (original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the correlation module further comprises 
a dievice recognition module configured to identify the nomenclature of the first network device 
based on product recognition records. 

8. (original) The apparatus of claim 1^ wherein the reporting module fiirther comprises an 
inventory module configured to detect and transmit software and hardware configuration, 
information corresponding to the first network device. 

-3- 
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9. (original) The apparatus of clairo 1 , wherein the reporting module further comprises an 
inventory module configured to detect and transmit software and hardware, configuration 
information corresponding to a second network device. 



-4. 
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10, (currently amended) An article of manufacture comprising a computer-readable 
memory containing data structures for prograraming a computer, the data structures comprising: 

a reporting module configured to query a network infrastructure device selected from the 
group consisting of a switch, router, and hub and obtain end point connection information 
corresponding to a first network device, the end point co nnection information comprising 
connection table information identifying a port through which the first network device connects. 
to the network infrastructure device : and 

a correlation module configured to associate the end point connection information 
corresponding to the first network device to a location identifier corresponding to a physical 
location. 

11. (canceled) 

12. (currently amended) The article of claim i+ 10, wherein the reporting module further 
comprises a communication module configured to transmit the end point connection information 
to a central database. 

13, (original) The article of claim 12, wherein the reporting module further comprises an 
update module configured to detect a change of end point connection information corresponding 
to the first net-work device. 
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14. (original) The article of claim 13, wherein the reporting module further comprises an 
inventory module configured to detect a second network device local to the jSrst network device 
and obtain end point connection information corresponding to the second network device. 

15. (original) The article of claim 14, further comprising a monitoring module configured 
to receive end point connection information from the reporting module. 

16; (original) The article of claim 15, wherein the correlation module further comprises a 
device recognition module configured to identify tlie nomenclature of the first network device 
based on product recognition records. 

17. (original) The article of claim 16, wherein the inventoiy module is further configured 
to detect and transmit software and hardware configuration information corresponding to the first 
network device. 

18. (original) The article of claim 1 6, wherein the inventory module is fiirther configured 
to detect and transmit software and hardware configuration inforaiation corresponding to the 
second network device. 
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19. (cxirreiitly amended) A method for physical detection and tracking of devices on a 
computer network, the method comprising: 

identiiying a computer net'WQrk comprising a plurality of devices: 

identifying a fu st device of the plurality of devices coitfigured to automatically collect 

store, and update connection table information mapping interconnectivitv between the plurality 

of devices: 

querying a n e two r k iufrasti ' QCture d e vice t o obtain cud p o i n t co nn e c t i oi n iiifonnation 
c orr es p onding to a fu ' at netw o rk device the first device to obtain end point connection 
information corresponding to a second device of the plurality of devices, the end point 
connection information comprising a portion of the connection table information identifying a 
por: through which the a second device connects to the first device: 

reportiiig the end point connection information to a central database; and 
associating the end point connection information coiTc spondiug to t he fli ' st ne t w o rk 
f j f v t f.ft tft A 1ot?,At ir in i dent i fie r cm ' i ' Cjipoiidiiia t o a p hysical l o ca t io n and the locati o n known to be 
sendced bv the port to determine the physical location of the second device . 

20. (canceled) 

21. (currently amended) The method of claim 19, wherein the central database comprises 
device records storing end point connection information corresponding to network devices 
multiple devices of the plurality of devices . 

-7- 
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22. (currently amended) The method of claim 19, fiarther comprising detecting a change 
of end point connection information corresponding to the first network device and updating the 
cental database to reflect the change. 

23. (currently amended) The method of claim 19, further comprising detecting a second 
ULlvvuik device third device of the nluralitv of devices local to tiie firstnetwo r k second device 
and obtaining end point connection information corresponding to the trcund uctvvuik ^axd 
device. 

24. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 9, flirther comprising identifying a 
noin^clature of the fiiM ne t work second device based on product recognition records stored in 
the central database. 

25 . (currently amended) The method of claim 1 9, further comprising detecting software 
an<l hardware configuration information corresponding to the fiibl network gecond device. 

26. (currently amended) The method of claim 25, further comprising transmitting the 
software and hardware configuration information corresponding to the first network second 
de^nce to the central database. 
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27, (cwently amended) The method of claim 19, further comprising detecting software 
and hardware configuration mformation corresponding to a seco nd ne t work device third device 
of the nluralitv of devices . 
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